
In Remembrance:     
17th Wenzl Schollum, Dick Stanley-Harris 
18th Jane Kinder  20th Joan Montgomery 
 

~ May they Rest in Peace ~ 

Pray for the Sick:  
Adrian Anderson, Patrice & Kevin Barron, Terry Bayer, George Cook, Joe Cuminsky, 
Maureen Henderson,  Ross Fleming, Chris Julian, Namfon Julian, Jacqueline Lawn, 
Lies Lemmen, Gerard Lucca, Beth Melton, Mary P, Ralph Phillips, Sonya Phillips, 
Ashley Price, Gary Schellack, Hildegard Schiebel, Garth Stewart. 

PARISH CONTACTS  Emergency Contact: 0225 460 622 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Brian Lange  Telephone: 425 8545  Email: brilange@gmail.com 
Parish Office: Telephone 425 8545 Email: admin@holyname.org.nz 
 

Parish Office hours: Wednesday and Friday 9am to 12pm 
 

Liturgical Ministries:  Warkworth:    Christine 021 245 6920   
    Puhoi Music: Jenny 027 211 0316 

A warm welcome to any new parishioners Please complete a parish Enrolment Form 
on the table in the foyer, or complete and send the form on our website. 

Report Abuse or Harm? NaƟonal Office for Professional Standards 0800 114 622 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
- Monday & Thursday from 8.00 a.m., finishing 15 minutes before the start of Mass. 

- Friday after the morning Mass & Benediction  
- Saturday after the morning Mass 

- Saturday afternoon from 5.00 p.m. until 5.30 p.m. 
- Sunday by appointment after 2.00 p.m. 

Engaged / Planning a wedding? 
Catholic Diocese of Auckland Approved Marriage Preparation Course 
Book your course early 1 year for NZ and 18 months for overseas weddings 

To Register & Book: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/ 
For more information contact: Gerry at gerrys@cda.org.nz M: 021 02247442 

CATHOLIC NEWS  
Sign up today at: https://cathnewsnz.com/ 

Warkworth Homebuilders: helping local families through hard Ɵmes. (09) 425 7048 

2026 Columban Art Calendars  
Available in the church foyers $15 each 

November CollecƟons: Parish $6,343.81 House $3,171.90 
Christmas Party: $407.20  Our thanks to everyone who donated the food, 

prizes, giŌs and all the items that were given away! 

WARKWORTH CATHOLIC PARISH 
 

HOLY NAME     &   Sts. PETER & PAUL 
        MATAKANA                PUHOI 
 

www.holyname.org.nz     
E-mail: admin@holyname.org.nz 

Telephone: (09) 425 8545 
Parish Priest: Fr Brian Lange 

Address: 480 Matakana Road, Matakana  
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14th December 2025 
Third Sunday of Advent 

1st Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6,10 Psalm: 146 
2nd Reading: James 5:7-10 
Gospel: MaƩhew 11:2-11 

Theme: Courage!  
The Lord is coming to save you. 

 

Sunday 14th  8.30 am Puhoi 
   10.30 am Matakana 
Rosary  before Mass 7.50 am Puhoi 

Children’s Liturgy during 10.30 am Mass 
 

Monday 15th   9.00 am Matakana 
 

Tuesday 16th   5.30 pm Matakana 
 

Wednesday 17th 9.00 am Puhoi 
 AŌer Mass: AdoraƟon 
 

Thursday 18th  9.00 am Matakana 
 

Friday 19th  10.00 am Matakana 
 AŌer Mass:   
AdoraƟon, ReconciliaƟon, BenedicƟon 
Rosary  before Mass 9.30 am Matakana 

ReconciliaƟon 7.00 pm Matakana 
 

Saturday 20th 9.00 am Matakana 
Rosary  before Mass 8.30 am Matakana 
VIGIL MASS     6.00 pm Matakana 
 

21st December 2025 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

1st Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 Psalm: 24 
2nd Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Gospel: MaƩhew 1:18-25 

Theme:  Let the Lord enter. 

Sunday 21st  8.30 am Puhoi 
   10.30 am Matakana 
Rosary  before Mass 7.50 am Puhoi 

Children’s Liturgy during 10.30 am Mass 

INTRODUCTION: 
 

In today’s First Reading the prophet Isai-
ah says to us, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 
God is coming to save you.’ And in the 
Gospel, we see Jesus, our Saviour, at 
work, enabling the blind to see, the deaf to 
hear, and the lame to walk. It is a marvel-
lous display of compassion for suffering 
humanity. In this Eucharist we encounter 
the same compassionate Jesus. Let us not 
be afraid to let him see our wounds and 
handicaps. 

 

REFLECTION: A reed in the wind 
 

John the Baptist was no reed  
swaying in the wind. 

A reed swaying in the wind is a symbol 
of those who are easily influenced, 

who go along with whatever is popular, 
and who have no convictions of their own. 

But the humble reed  
can teach us something. 

The fact that it is light means that it is 
at the mercy of every wind that blows. 

But it has great strength too. 
The greatest storm cannot uproot it.  

Even when giant trees like the Totara 
come crashing down, 

the slender reed still stands secure. 
Lord, teach us that there is strength 

in weakness and suppleness, 
and give us the wisdom to know 

when to bend and when to stand firm. 

Reconciliation 
 

Matakana 7.00 pm 
Friday 19th of December 

Fr Bill Fletcher will be attending 



Auckland 
Catholic  
Diocese 

Kids Corner 
QR Code 

Property Officer : St Patrick’s & St Joseph Cathedral, Auckland 
 

The Cathedral is looking for a part time (10 hours per week) Property Officer, respon-
sible for maintaining the Cathedral buildings and grounds to a high standard of safety 
and cleanliness. Duties include property inspections, managing contractors, minor re-
pairs, and ensuring security systems and compliance requirements are met. 
What we’re looking for: Trades background and practical maintenance experience; Self
-motivated, organised, and able to work independently. 
 

Applicants for this position must have NZ residency or a valid NZ work permit.  Appli-
cations close 19 December 2025.  To view the full advert, position description and how 
to apply, please visit the Diocesan website www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz Diocesan 
Services, Staff Vacancies. 

The latest edition of the Diocesan Newsletter 
 

is now available and can also be downloaded from 
the front page of the diocesan website. 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/11/NZ-Catholic-Issue-9.pdf  

CATHOLIC KIWI PODCAST: Six episodes of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference’s new podcast series have now been released, sharing stories of faith, min-
istry and mission of Kiwis and visitors to our shores. Guests in the opening episodes 
include Carmelite Sister Lauren of the Cross, broadcaster and policy expert Tim Wil-
son and Wellington Archbishop Paul Martin SM. More episodes will be released be-
fore Christmas to complete season 1, with season 2 set for 2026. Search “Catholic Ki-
wi Podcast” on YouTube or Spotify now.   

Catholic Caring Foundation’s Christmas Appeal Give a gift to help families and 
people in need. Please support the Caring Foundation’s Christmas appeal through your 
donations and prayers.  Your donation will have double the impact! “Blessed are you 
who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”  Take home our newsletter, and dona-
tion card, or visit www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call (09) 360 3012.  

Advent Preparation 
SCRIPTURE FOCUS THIS ADVENT: You are invited to prepare for Sunday Mass 
by reading and reflecting on the Scripture we will hear that weekend. Marist priest Fr 
Frank Bird has for several years been helping people make those preparations through 
his Living the Word project. As the name suggests, Living the Word is an invitation 
for Catholics and others to allow the Word of God to shape their lives. You can down-
load the resources, and access other rich content, at www.livingtheword.org.nz/pray  
 

Food For Faith for Advent 2025. Daily reflections for those seeking greater maturity 
of Christian Faith in preparation for Christmas. Sign up to receive daily emails during 
Advent at www.foodforfaith.org.nz.  

 

Please contact Berny at parish office if you have not received the emailed 
Newsletter –new SPAM rules are blocking some emails. 

Takapuna Youth Camp 2026 - “Welcome home!” 
 

Get ready for Takapuna Youth Camp 2026: five days of muddy obstacle courses, epic 
games, creative activities, inspiring talks, adoration, Mass, and meaningful prayer for 
teens in school Years 9–13. Youth-led and open to all, it’s a home away from home 
where you can connect with other Catholic youth, grow in faith, make friends, and  
experience a summer adventure like no other! 
 

When: 18-22 January 2026 
Where: Sonshine Ranch, Clevedon, New Zealand 
Cost: $250 early bird (until 14 Dec), then $260. 
Register online at https://stjoseph.org.nz/tsc26/.  
If there are any teens here in our parish interested in going - would you like to sponsor 
one of our parish youth? 
 

If you have any questions please TXT Auriel Straka (PPC Youth Rep) 020 4143 4037.  

Scripture Note:  
 

First Reading (Isaiah 35:1-6,10). This contains a message of hope for God’s people in 
exile. The prophet assures them that God himself is coming to their rescue and will 
lead them back to Zion. He uses the image of the desert, made fertile by rain, to portray 
the confident hope that God would restore his people, crushed by misfortune. Their 
most crippling disabilities – blindness, deafness and lameness – will be relieved when 
God sends salvation to his people. 
 

Second Reading (James 5:7-10). Saint James is talking about the second coming of Je-
sus. He urges the kind of patience and hope farmers show in waiting for the harvest, 
and which the prophets of old showed as they waited for the promises to be fulfilled. 
 

Gospel (Matthew 11:2-11). John the Baptist’s image of the Messiah was that of a stern 
judge who would execute a fiery judgement. But Jesus did not fit this image. This may 
account for John’s doubts about him. Jesus dispelled John’s doubts by showing that he 
was doing precisely the kind of things that had been predicted for the messianic times 
(by prophets such as Isaiah). Once again, Matthew presents Jesus as the one who fulfils 
the messianic prophecies. 
       Jesus goes on to praise John, declaring him to be a true prophet. He is more than a 
prophet: he glimpsed the age of fulfilment. As the forerunner of the Messiah, he was in 
a very privileged position. Yet he himself did not belong to the kingdom. Jesus says 
that ‘the least in the kingdom is greater (more privileged) than he’. Far from diminish-
ing John’s role in God’s plan of salvation, this increases his heroism in that he pre-
pared the way for a kingdom that he himself would never entre (on earth). 

Christmas Mass & Carols 
 

 Christmas Vigil  - Matakana  Christmas Day - Matakana 
  Carols 5.30 pm    Mass 10.30 am 
  Mass 6.00 pm  
 

 Christmas Eve - Puhoi 
  Carols 8.30 pm 
  Mass 9.00 pm 


